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The Cherry Groce Memorial has been unveiled 
in Windrush Square, Brixton, designed by world 
renowned artist Sir David Adjaye to commemorate 
the life of an innocent mother who was shot in  
her home by police in 1985.
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Child poverty? Fuel poverty? Food poverty?

THE PROBLEM IS POVERTY, 
HOWEVER WE NAME IT

Since the 1660s, we’ve been involved with the relief 
of poverty in Lambeth.  We don’t give hand-outs 
but a hand-up.  Our grants allow Lambeth citizens 
(mostly under the age of 30) from low-income 
households to gain the opportunities, skills and 
confidence likely to improve their whole-life earning 
prospects. 

Our STUDENT GRANTS are an example. If 
you are starting university or further education in 
September, we may be able to help with study-
related costs such as travel, IT equipment, books  
and childcare.  

Please visit walcotfoundation.org.uk/individuals

We work to improve the whole-life 
prospects of those affected by modern  
day poverty and disadvantage. Over the 
ten years to March 2021 we made 3,473 
grants totalling £19.8 million

We have launched a new initiative: 
Walcot BounceBack, a £2 million 
employment support programme in 
response to the impact of the pandemic 
on Lambeth’s young people  
 

https://www.walcotfoundation.org.uk/individuals.html
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Welcome

Dear residents

I wanted to say a massive thank you to everyone in Lambeth  
who came out and took a Covid-19 test recently as part of  
efforts to identify cases of the variant first found in South  
Africa. Tens of thousands of people took tests in just two  
weeks and we are very grateful for the incredible response from the large 
numbers of residents, businesses, schools and faith groups who took part.

Thankfully, this testing did not identify further outbreaks so far – but as we 
emerge from lockdown restrictions we must all continue to be vigilant.

Our borough’s extraordinary response to the pandemic has been a testament  
to our unity and sense of community and solidarity – we must retain that  
as the vaccine is rolled out and as we work to build a recovery that works  
for everyone.

Best wishes 
Cllr Jack Hopkins, Leader of Lambeth Council   

For the latest information go to 
lambeth.gov.uk/coronavirus 

For translation of articles in any other language, large print format,   
or to opt-out from receiving the magazine contact:  
lambethtalk@lambeth.gov.uk

Have you experienced gender-based violence?

We can help. The Gaia 
Centre provides free and 
confidential support for Lambeth 
residents affected by all forms 
of abuse::physical, sexual, 
emotional or financial.

• Emotional support • Safety
• Housing • Legal options
• Money • Children020 7733 8724 lambethvawg@refuge.org.uk    www.refuge.org.uk/gaia

mailto:lambethtalk@lambeth.gov.uk
mailto:lambethvawg@refuge.org.uk
http://www.refuge.org.uk/gaia
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19
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£6.1 million for businesses
Lambeth has now notified 650 businesses they will receive grants through our  
Economic Resilience Fund. The Fund is supporting businesses severely impacted  
by the pandemic.

The first phase has targeted 
businesses in four categories: 
market traders and retail 
concessions, businesses in shared 
workspaces, cultural and creative 
businesses, and independent 
hospitality and leisure businesses. 

More than 960 applications were 
received in the January application 
window. Due to the high demand, 
the council has allocated a further 
£2.8 million to the funding available. 

Cllr Matthew Bennett, Cabinet 
Member for Planning, Investment 
and New Homes, said:  
“Providing direct grant support 
to businesses is vital at this time. 
So many businesses are still 
facing serious difficulty.” 

“We know that many of the 
businesses we’re supporting 
have fallen through the gaps in 
Government support entirely 
and, where Government support 
is available, it’s often simply not 
enough.”

This decision brings the total value 
of grants available under phase one 
to over £6.1 million.

Charlie Dorman, Director at 
Connection Crew, an award-
winning crewing company and one 
of the fund beneficiaries, said it was 
‘a lifeline’ for his business.

He said: “Receiving the grant 
will mean Connection Crew can 
continue providing vital support 

to ex-homeless people and social 
impact in Lambeth.”

The impact of the Economic 
Resilience Fund has also 
recognised by industry bodies. 

Phase two of the Economic 
Resilience Fund will follow later in 
2021 with £3.3million funding for 
businesses as lockdown lifts. It 
is being delivered alongside the 
Government’s Local Restrictions 
Support Grants. 

The council has paid out more 
than £20 million to over 5,000 
businesses through the Local 
Restrictions Support Grant 
schemes since November 2020.
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SOMOS Competition

Stick to the Rules 
Lambeth Council is continuing to support businesses 
follow Covid-19 restrictions as we are going through  
the pandemic.

The overwhelming majority of 
businesses in Lambeth have stuck 
to the guidelines, followed advice 
and done their upmost to keep 
people safe.

But where breaches have been 
found, Lambeth Council has taken 
firm action including issuing warning 
letters and Fixed Penalty Notices for 

persistent rule breaking.

Cllr Jacqui Dyer, Deputy Leader 
(Jobs, Skills & Community Safety), 
said:

“The council does not set out to 
hinder businesses or issue warning 
letters but if we find premises  
breaking the rules we will not 
hesitate to take action.” 

“       It is important that 
businesses feel supported 
during these unprecedented 
times. But equally it is vital  
they also do their bit to limit  
the spread of the virus.”

One year with 
TechAid
A Lambeth charity is changing its 
name to mark its first year helping 
refurbish computer equipment for 
schools and community groups.

 Community TechAid, formerly known as Lambeth TechAid, is a 
voluntary organisation established during the first lockdown in March 
last year. It has worked with other 70 schools and organisations to 
help over 500 people get online.

Volunteer Michele Reilly: “Our new name reflects the charity’s ethos 
to meet digital needs on a community basis rather than a 
geographical one.  

“As the need for digital devices continues to soar, whether that be 
for job seeking, adult education and apprenticeship opportunities or 
access to health and wellbeing resources, Community TechAid will 
continue to help bridge the digital divide in our communities, wherever 
it may be.”

Somos Lambeth, part of 
Lambeth Schools Partnership, 
have been busy working with 
Lambeth schools to raise 
aspirations and attainment 
amongst their Portuguese- 
speaking cohort. So far Somos 
have hosted inspiration events, 
launched a photography 
competition, and have an 
exhibition and celebration event 
planned for later this summer  
to mark Portugal Day. Look out 
for next issue of LT to see how 
they got on.

Residency winners 
announced
Two young Lambeth 
entrepreneurs have secured free 
five-year membership at The 
Department Store Studios to 
develop their businesses ideas  
at its new Brixton premises.

Winners of the residency are 
Gabriella Lafor for Line Stream, a 
content creation platform aimed 
at helping Black British creatives 
forge a career in the television 
industry.

Textile Designer Coco Cripps also 
won for her stylish cycle-wear 
created with knitted reflective 
material crafted from sustainable 
yarn for a lycra alternative. 

https://love.lambeth.gov.uk
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Vassall ward councillor Annie Gallop was sworn in as Mayor of 
Lambeth at a virtual ceremony at Lambeth Town Hall in April. 
It is the second year running the mayor making has had to 
take place online and socially distanced. Cllr Gallop, who was 
diagnosed with cancer five years ago and is now recovering, 
is a volunteer at the Ebony Horse Club. She has vowed to 
promote more green initiatives while fighting for the rights 
of ordinary Lambeth residents using her own experiences of 
overcoming adversity.  

The former pub landlady, Cowley Estate board member and 
mother of one has spoken to Lambeth Talk about her plans for 
the year ahead.

Meet the Mayor
What did you do before you 
became a councillor?

“I have had a variety of jobs over 
the years, most recently as a 
pub landlady in Oval before I was 
elected to the council.

“It gave me an insight into the  
area. The pub was very 
community focused with a great 
variety of people coming in at 
different times.

“We would have cricketers and 
staff from the Oval Cricket Ground 
on test match days as well as the 
fans who had paid for a ticket. It 
was predominantly an Irish pub 
with a bit of a South American 
influence. It was great and I really 
enjoyed it.”

How did you become involved 
with your community?

“I live on the Cowley Road Estate 
for over 30 years, so I became 

involved with the TMO board and 
then became the chairwoman.

“I wanted to create stronger 
community representation and  
help with the governance 
structure. It gave me a lot of 
experience I would not have 
gained anywhere else, from 
running meetings to understanding 
how organisations operate.

“I started the Cowley Food Farm 
as chairwoman of the TMO. That 
created space for people to grow 
vegetables, to teach people how 
to grow and bring the community 
together on the estate.

“We created a community garden 
on the estate because most 
people do not have outside space 
like balconies. 

“We taught children about nature 
and we were able to create a 
space for them to sit quietly,  
 

even if it were just to watch 
the butterflies. That was very 
important, and the children got  
so much enjoyment from it.”

Why did you join Lambeth 
Council?

I was first elected in 2014 and 
my biggest satisfaction has been 
helping people who have gone 
through similar experiences to me 
like ill health, depression, financial 
worries or trying to claim benefits.

“I tried to take the things I’ve 
learned in those situations to help 
others going through the trauma of 
understanding the benefit system 
to get the help they need.”

Why did you choose Ebony 
Horse Club as your chosen 
charity for your year in office?

“Growing up in Berkshire, I started 
riding when I was seven years old. 
It was normal for people to have 
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Meet the Mayor
horses back then, even if they 
were not wealthy. So that began 
my love of riding and horses.

“I have been involved with the 
Ebony Horse Club for a couple of 
years and volunteer when I can, I 
try to help with lessons. I am not 
physically able to ride these days, 
but I can still groom the horses.

“My 14-year-old son comes to 
ride every Sunday morning and 
he enjoys it – and he must enjoy 
it to get out of bed that early on a 
weekend!

“Ebony will be my chosen charity 
for the year as mayor and it’s their 
tenth anniversary later this year 
and they have big plans.

“Places like the Ebony Horse Club 
give young people in Lambeth 
the chance to have the same 
opportunities to ride as any other 
child in this country.”

What are you ambitions for  
your year in office as Mayor  
of Lambeth?

“During my term I am looking 
forward to seeing Lambeth 
become greener, with more 
rewilding taking place.

“I will work for better outcomes 
for young people in Lambeth 
because their futures are the most 
important thing.”

Follow @anniegallop on twitter 
for updates

“Places like the Ebony 
Horse Club give young 
people in Lambeth the 
chance to have the same 
opportunities to ride as any 
other child in this country. ”.

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
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Pregnant?  
Children under four?
Don’t miss out on food vouchers worth more  
than £1,200* per child

You can get Healthy Start vouchers if you’re at 
least 10 weeks pregnant or have a child under 
four years old.

Your family must also get one of the following:
l Income Support 
l Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
l Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
l Child Tax Credit (with a family income of £16,190 or less per year)
l Universal Credit (with a family take-home pay of £408 or less  
   per month)
l You also qualify if you are under 18 and pregnant, even if you  
   don’t get any of the above benefits.

Sign up online www.healthystart.nhs.uk

From April 2021, worth up to £8.50  
per week** to spend on milk, fruit and veg, 
tinned/dried pulses and infant formula milk

* If you sign up at the first opportunity when you are 
10 weeks pregnant
** If your child is under one, you’ll receive two £4.25 
vouchers per week. If your child is 1-4 years old, you 
will receive one £4.25 voucher per week.

You no longer need a signature from a health  
professional (Part B on the application form) to apply 
for Healthy Start vouchers.

101902 (3.21)

http://www.healthystart.nhs.uk
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Lambeth Libraries Summer Reading Challenge

Going 
Wild
We will be hosting online 
activities and activity packs  
for you to collect from your  
local library. 

The fun begins on Saturday 
17 July until Sunday 12th 
September 2021

For further information on Wild 
World Heroes visit:  

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 
or contact  
Sandra Davidson at  
sdavidson@lambeth.gov.uk

Get ready for Wild World Heroes 
the theme for the 2021 Summer 
Reading Challenge, available 
online and in your local library 
this summer. Lambeth Libraries 
in partnership with The Reading 
Agency have teamed up with WWF 
UK, the world’s leading independent 
conservation organisation, for a very 
special nature themed challenge 
which will inspire you to stand up  
for the planet! 

The Summer Reading Challenge 
encourages children aged 4 to 
12 years to set themselves a 
reading challenge to help prevent 
the summer reading ‘dip’ and to 
keep reading, to build their skills 
and confidence. Children must 
be a library member to take part. 
If you are not a library member 
don’t worry, it’s easy to join free at 
lambeth.gov.uk/libraries

The aim is to read up to six books, 
and children can read whatever 
they like from Lambeth Libraries’ 
excellent range of books, including 
eBooks and eAudiobooks! Children 
receive a special themed Wild 
World Heroes collector’s wallet and 
stickers. A certificate and medal 
are awarded once the challenge is 
completed. 

So what are you waiting for? 
Pack your bags, we’re headed for 
Wilderville! It’s a cool place, but 
there are lots of things that the Wild 
World Heroes can do to make their 
town even better for the people 
and animals that live there. Under-
4s have not been forgotten and 
can join in too! Pick up a Mini Wild 
World Heroes collector wallet, read 
6 books over the summer with your 
child and they will be rewarded  
with stickers and a certificate.

mailto:sdavidson@lambeth.gov.uk
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
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Cherry Groce Memorial 
unveiled in Brixton

“         The construction of 
this memorial will speak to 
restorative justice and will 
symbolize that what matters 
to the community, matters to 
London and the whole world. 

“This tragedy went too long 
in the public realm without 
acknowledgement and there 
is now renewed urgency and 
importance in finally facing  
this history.

Sir David Adjaye
”

The installation in Windrush 
Square has been organised and 
funded by Lambeth Council 
in partnership with the Groce 
family and Adjaye Associates 
and has received significant 
contributions from both the 
local business community and 
the public at large.

Cherry was shot in front of her 
children at her house in Brixton 
and was left paralysed by the 
attack, suffering ill-health and 
needing decades of care from 
her family before she died of 
complications from her injuries  
in April 2011. 

At the time, the police shooting 
sparked the 1985 uprising  
against institutional racism in 
Lambeth – the Metropolitan Police 
eventually apologised for their 
actions in 2014.

Her son Lee Lawrence said:

 “The injustice done to my mother 
on the 28th September 1985 
and its aftermath, catalysed 
our community to act together 
relentlessly and persistently in the 
pursuit of justice for more than 
three decades.”

The installation was unveiled 
in April with a ribbon cutting to 
coincide with the tenth anniversary 
of Cherry’s death. 

Cllr Jack Hopkins, Lambeth 
Council Leader, said: “We are 
proud to be working alongside the 
Groce family and Sir David on this 
fitting memorial to Cherry Groce, 
an innocent woman from our 
borough who experienced terrible 
suffering as a result of a major 
injustice.

“We hail the Groce family for  
their commitment in getting to 

the truth of Cherry’s shooting, 
for their resilience in the 
face of sufferingand for their 
determination to create a long-
lasting tribute to their mum which 
will make sure this injustice will not 
be forgotten.”
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ARE YOU AN EU NATIONAL LIVING IN LAMBETH?

TIME IS RUNNING OUT

APPLY TO THE 
EU SETTLEMENT 
SCHEME NOW

30 
JUNE 2021

Need help, or more information?
Citizens Advice via Lambeth Adviceline  
(0344 488 9625) or www.caml.org.uk 

IRMO Phone:  
07422 667327 or info@irmo.org.uk 

101909 (4.21

http://www.caml.org.uk
mailto:info@irmo.org.uk
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
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Lambeth’s Citizens’ Assembly  
on the Climate Crisis

Since 25th May, across 6 weeks of online sessions, 50 of Lambeth’s residents have 
been meeting together to learn from climate change experts and practitioners as well 
as deliberating the question: ‘We are facing a climate crisis. How can we work together 
in Lambeth to address climate change and its causes fairly, effectively and quickly?’

Why is Lambeth holding a 
citizens’ assembly on the 
climate crisis?

After declaring a climate 
emergency in 2019, Lambeth 
Council has led by example in 
setting the target of becoming 
carbon neutral by 2030. Although 
we have made significant 
progress, reducing the council’s 
own emissions by 35.7% since 
2005, there is still much more to 
do across the borough. This will 
involve supporting individuals, 
organisations and businesses to 
mitigate against, and adapt to 
the effects of, climate change.

The outcomes of the citizens’ 
assembly will be to collectively:

1. Understand priority areas for 
residents

2. Explore the trade-offs 
involved in reducing carbon 
emissions and how different 
policy proposals might impact 
groups in Lambeth

3. Develop a set of 
recommendations for the 
borough to reduce carbon 
emissions to net zero by 2030.

Who is involved?

Participants: a group of 50 
residents were selected to 
represent the population of 
Lambeth in terms of age, sex, 
socio-economic status, ethnicity 
and attitudes to climate change – 
a mini-Lambeth! Participants will 
be engaged in virtual workshops 
across the 6-week process.

Expert Advisory Group: a 
panel of climate scientists 

and practitioners providing 
impartial evidence to the citizens’ 
assembly.

Steering Group: individuals 
and community representatives 
with leadership roles in reducing 
carbon emissions in Lambeth. 
They have the responsibility of 
responding to the findings of the 
assembly.

Independent facilitating 
organisation: Traverse 
specialises in inclusive and 
innovative civic engagement in 
decision-making processes. 

The wider borough: although 
the 50 participants are selected 
to voice a diverse range of views, 
engagement with Lambeth’s 
citizens’ assembly is open to  
all residents! 

How can you get involved? 
1. Visit our Common Place platform https://lambethclimateaction.commonplace.is/ to watch  
    along and be part of the conversation 
2. Follow our social channels to keep up with the work of the assembly and what comes next  
     @lambeth_council  
3. Sign up to our Climate Change updates at: lambeth.gov.uk/lambeth-citizens-assembly

https://lambethclimateaction.commonplace.is/
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Stay home 
safely

Do you or someone you are  
caring for need to self-isolate  
due to Covid-19?

Lambeth Stay Home Support 
Payment 
Up to £738 for Lambeth residents who  
will lose earnings or potential work from 
self-isolating or caring for someone  
who is self-isolating.

   lambeth.gov.uk/self-isolate-help

Stay home safely support service 
Help with needs such as grocery delivery,
dog walking or emotional support, and
accommodation advice – for any Lambeth
residents who have to self-isolate.

   Call free on 0800 054 1215 

£

£
CMYK

CMYK

PAN

PAN

c100  m50  y0  k0 c50  m100 y0  k0 c100 m0 y33 k35 c0 m0 y20 k90 c0 m30 y100 k0 

c100 m80 y0  k40 c70 m0 y100 k10 c10 m0 y100 k30 c0 m60 y100 k0 c0 m100 y50 k0 c90 m100 y0 k0 c100 m0 y0  k20 c90 m0 y40 k0 

2935 254 322 Black 7 130

CMYK

CMYK

PAN

PAN
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2935 254 322 Black 7 130

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
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More 
Homes for 
Lambeth

The Joint Delivery Plan outlines 
the milestones Homes for Lambeth 
achieved in the last year and sets out 
the vision for the coming year. Homes 
for Lambeth has progressed the 
construction programmes on Westbury, 
Knights Walk and South Lambeth, with 
110 homes currently in construction.

 The past year has also seen 
123 homes achieve planning 
consent with more than 200 
resident engagement events as 
part of Homes for Lambeth’s 
Resident Engagement and Social 
Investment Programme.

Jitinder Takhar, Chief Executive 
Officer for Homes for Lambeth, 
said: “I’m delighted to see that our 
hard work has been highlighted in 
the Joint Delivery Plan. In the past 
12 months, we have reached some 

significant milestones despite 
the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

There are 110 homes under 
construction by the council and 
Homes for Lambeth, all of them 
affordable and to modern energy 
efficiency standards.

Caroline Pillay, Chair of HFL 
Group Board, said: “At Homes for 
Lambeth, we are confident in our 
ability to help benefit our residents 
and our local economy. 

“We have hired nine apprentices, 
five of whom are from Lambeth, 
and we are looking to recruit an 
additional six apprentices and six 
interns later this year.

“It is important for us to recognise 
the complexity of regeneration, 
and the importance of engaging 
with our residents to make a 
positive impact on their lives,  
by providing more and better 
homes and job opportunities with 
a future.” 

Cut emissions with solar 
panels  

Lambeth residents have signed 
up to a new scheme by Solar 
Together London aimed at 
reducing their household carbon 
emissions and saving money on 
electricity bills.

Registration for the Solar Together 
Buying scheme ended last  
month giving a helping hand to 
Lambeth households who want  
to transition to clean energy.

The scheme allows residents to 
benefit from significant reductions 
in the cost price of new solar 
panel systems through group 
buying with others who are 
interested in making the switch  
to renewable energy. 
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Did you know?
30% of the wrong items in Lambeth’s 
recycling is food, or food and drink 
packaging that hasn’t been emptied or 
cleaned.

There are two things that are a big 
no-no in your recycling: food and liquids. 
Recyclable items like paper and cardboard 
are easily spoiled by food, drink and 
other liquids, and once contaminated, 

they can’t be recycled and have to be 
discarded as rubbish. This not only wastes 
your recycling efforts but those of other 
residents in Lambeth too. That’s why we’re 
asking Lambeth residents to Empty, Rinse, 
Recycle, Repeat to help us recycle even 
more!

75% of all household waste can be 
recycled, reducing the amount of waste 
in your rubbish bin and saving precious 
resources, so follow these simple steps to 
make sure you’re recycling right!

1. Pour water and 
other liquids (not 
including oil), down 
the drain. Shake, 
scoop or scrape out 
any leftover food 
or sauce either onto 
your plate, or throw 
it in your food waste 
caddy or rubbish 
bin.

2. Give the 
packaging a quick 
run under the tap 
to wash out any 
remaining food or 
liquids, then drain.

3. Empty and clean 
recyclable items can 
then be collected 
and taken to the 
recycling facility 
to be sorted into 
different materials.

4. Keep emptying, 
rinsing and 
recycling your 
food and drink 
packaging, and any 
cleaning or cosmetic 
containers, to help 
Lambeth recycle 
even more!

Head to: lambeth.gov.uk/empty-rinse-recycle
to find out more

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
https://love.lambeth.gov.uk/empty-rinse-recycle-repeat/
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Become a Street

NEIGHBOURHOOD
CHAMPION!

Not all heroes wear capes, and not all 
champions live on traditional ‘streets’, 
which is why Lambeth’s long-established 
Street Champions scheme has a new name: 
Neighbourhood Champions! 

Neighbourhood Champions are serious about 
making their local areas cleaner, greener and 
friendlier. They care about the street or estate 
they live on, and the people they share it with. 
If this describes how you feel, then you could 
be a Neighbourhood Champion too. 

Neighbourhood Champions are encouraged 
to work with their neighbours and the council 
to carry out any activities that are focused on 
improving the environment or bringing their 
communities closer together. By joining our 
Neighbourhood Champions scheme you’ll be 
able to access support for all sorts of activities, 
such as building planters for pavements, 
tackling litter and dog fouling, and organising 
community events. 

Here are a couple of examples to inspire you. 
To join or get more information, visit: 

lambeth.gov.uk/neighbourhoodchampions

On Briant Estate in Waterloo, Chinwe, 
Claire, Mala, Ruth and Sybil have formed 
a gardening group to make their 
neighbourhood a greener and friendlier 
place. It’s had a hugely positive impact 
on both themselves and the whole 
community, as Sybil and Chinwe explain:

Sybil
When I moved here 
in 2015 it was very 
bare and dirty. There 
were used nappies, 
cigarettes and litter 
strewn everywhere. 
I approached the 
local park managers, 
and one of them 

brought us seven large planters. 
From that, we learned to be gardeners. We 
learned to take cuttings, because we didn’t 
have plants. We asked friends for spare plants; 
we got plants from wherever we could. We 

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/your-community/get-involved/community-groups-projects/become-neighbourhood-champion
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also started the residents’ association again.
It pleases me greatly to be of service to the 
community. One resident said to me, “I like 
inviting my friends over now, because it’s a 
nice place to live.” When you make it nice, 

people are less 
likely to throw litter 
everywhere.  It’s 
good for their mental 
health. And it’s 
good for my mental 
health to be out 
in the sunshine 
gardening.

Chinwe
One thing that 

warmed my heart to move 
here was when I saw plants everywhere. My 
neighbour Sybil was amazing; she offered 
me a seat and a cup of tea, just to make me 
feel welcome, and I knew that there was a 
community spirit around here. The first thing 
I did when I moved in was start planting. In my 
job as a nurse, sometimes I feel quite drained, 
but when I come home and look at the garden, 
it cheers me up. So I would encourage people 
to do some planting, tidy up and make it look 
like home. Sometimes people pass by and say 
“Well done, the garden is lovely”. It’s friendly! 
I live on my own, but I’ve never felt lonely 
here; it’s a beautiful 
community.

Sophie Sophie 
became a Neighbourhood 

Champion for Kay Road in Stockwell 
three years ago, and it’s enabled her to 
work with neighbours to improve the local 
environment as well as create a greater sense 
of community:

We have a big WhatsApp group now, around 
90-100 people, which we use to ‘freecycle’ 
things we no longer need. We had a problem 
with fly-tipping on the street corners a couple 
of years ago, so we built planters there, and 
now people don’t want to fly-tip anymore! 
We’ve weeded the street, which was a nice 
community activity with a cup of tea and some 
cake. Being a Neighbourhood Champion has 
made me feel like I really want to stay here. I’d 
lived here for 12 years and didn’t really feel like 
part of the community, but now people walk 
by and say ‘Hello’. It’s really become a nice, 
fun community, and 
I’ve made some really 
good new friends.

Join or find out more:

lambeth.gov.uk/
neighbourhoodchampions

ADVERTISEMENT

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/your-community/get-involved/community-groups-projects/become-neighbourhood-champion
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Get your garden 
waste recycled

Having a clear out? 
Here’s what to do with 

your bulky itemsLooking for a hassle-free way to get rid 
of your garden waste? Sign up for an 
annual garden waste subscription at 
lambeth.gov.uk/gardenwaste and 
we’ll collect your garden waste every 
week from your home for just over £1.20 
a week. Then, we’ll recycle it into nutrient-
rich compost, which is used in parks, 
community projects and agriculture, 
helping to grow more plants and food.

Donate it
Items in reusable condition can be taken 
to your local charity shop, or arrange 
a free collection with Emmaus or British 
Heart Foundation.

Return it
If you’re buying a new electrical item, 
you can return your old electrical items 
to the retailer for recycling.

Bring it
Items that aren’t fit for reuse, but can be 
recycled, can be taken to a recycling 
centre at Vale Street in West Norwood 
or Smugglers Way in Wandsworth. Find 
out which materials are accepted and 
book your visit to a recycling centre at:

lambeth.gov.uk/recyclingcentres

Book it
Save a trip to the recycling centre and 
book a bulky waste collection from your 
home at: 

lambeth.gov.uk/bulkywaste 

A collection costs £17.00, for up to 2 
separate items or 2 bags. Additional 
items cost an extra £8.00 each. 

Grass cuttings
Leaves and twigs
Weeds, shrubs, plants and 
flowers
Hedge trimmings
Branches (up to 10cm 
diameter)
Pet bedding (from plant 
eating animals only)

Soil and rubble
Large branches
Flower pots, plant trays, 
plastic and polystyrene
Cat and dog waste
General rubbish
Food waste        use your 
food waste caddy instead

ADVERTISEMENT

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/rubbish-recycling/garden-waste
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/reuse-and-recycling-centres
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/rubbish-recycling/bulky-waste
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South East London is encouraging local people to seek information and  
make an informed choice about the Covid-19 vaccination. We’ve interviewed  
three local young people to hear their views on getting more information  
about the vaccine.    

Young South East Londoners promote 

Covid-19 vaccine 
information

t

t

Adwoa is a medical student at 
King’s College London and she 
said:

“Young people should have the 
vaccine because even though you 
may be fit and healthy, you’re still 
at risk of contracting Covid and of 
developing severe disease which 
may require hospitalisation. You 
also may be passing on Covid 
if you’re infected without even 
knowing that you’re doing it.” 

Oliematou is a public health 
student in south east London, who 
was initially hesitant to get the 
vaccine, but her sister Kadiatu, an 
immunisation nurse, encouraged 
her to look into it further.  
Oliematou said:

“I had my doubts, because of all 
the videos people are sharing 
about the side effects. After my 
sister said, ‘you need to stop 
watching those videos, you’re a 
public health student!’ I did my 
own research. I need to lead by 
example. I took the vaccine to not 
only protect myself, but the people 
around me. I would encourage 
anyone to go for the vaccine.”

Their mother was also hesitant 
about the vaccine. Kadiatu said:

“I was so happy that [my mother] 
took the vaccine. She was really 
afraid because she thought she 
would have serious side effects, 
but that didn’t happen. We just 
need to break that cycle, if we have 
people in the community educating 
others, we can remove a lot of  
the doubt.” 

t

Tyrick is a student who volunteers 
and works part-time at a Covid-19 
vaccination centre. Tyrick said:

“I’ve had the Covid vaccination; 
it’s important to do so. If we want 
to get the upper hand on this 
pandemic, we need to have a 
collective mindset. Volunteering 
makes me feel good, I get to see 
the progress that we’re making.”

“It is important people seek  
the right information, but it is 
hard nowadays with lots of 
misconceptions. I have family 
members that don’t want to take 
the vaccine. It is very important 
people listen to the facts and seek 
out the right information.” 

 
For information you can trust, search www.nhsselondonvaccinefacts.com 

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
http://www.nhsselondonvaccinefacts.com
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Common  
myths  
about  
fostering
When you’re researching what it’s like  
to become a foster carer, you may  
come across various stories and 
personal anecdotes about the 
experience. We’d like to dispel a  
few of the most common untruths 
surrounding the journey into fostering.

Myth 1: I don’t have a spare 
room, I can foster 

A spare room is a pre-requisite 
to becoming a foster carer. This 
is important as it provides the 
child or young person with a safe, 
secure place to call their own. 
They will not be able to share 
a room with your child, as it’s 
paramount they have their own 
private space. 

Myth 2: I’m single, I can’t foster 

You don’t need to be in a 
relationship to foster. We welcome 
applications from all walks of life 
and many of our carers are single. 

Myth 3: I’m not a homeowner,  
I can’t foster 

Having a mortgage isn’t a pre-
requisite to becoming a foster 
carer. Providing a safe and secure 

home to a child is. We do accept 
applicants who are renting. 

Myth 4: I have a full-time job, 
I can’t foster 

Many of our carers have full-time 
careers. You will need to attend 
regular meetings for the child (or 
children) in your care. However, 
if you’re able to meet the child’s 
needs, you can foster. Some 
people with demanding jobs may 
decide to foster older children with 
more independence.  

Myth 5: I have my own children, 
I can’t foster 

If you have your own children, you 
may want to discuss this with them 
and make sure they’re ready to 
take on the experience as much as 
you are. You will have to dedicate 
a lot of time to any new foster 

child, which means your own 
children will need to adjust to this. 
Many of our carers have children 
too and tell us it’s a rewarding and 
positive experience for the whole 
family. Read some of our foster 
carer stories (see panel). 

Myth 6: I’m not heterosexual,  
I can’t foster 

Your sexual orientation is of 
no concern to us and does not 
influence whether or not we 
think you’ll make a good carer. 
Lambeth’s carer community is 
diverse and we’re proud of this. 
We welcome LGBTQ+ carers. 

Myth 7: I’m retired and too old, I 
can’t foster 

There is no upper age limit. If 
you’re over 21, you can foster. 
There are so many different types 
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of foster care, we’re sure we can 
find one to suit you, whatever your 
life stage.  

Myth 8: I have a disability, I 
can’t foster 

As long as you can provide a 
child or young person with a safe, 
secure place to call their home, 
your disability should not prevent 
you from fostering.  

Myth 9: I have an underlying 
health condition, I can’t foster 

Yes, you can still foster if you have 
a health condition. As part of the 
application process, you will need 
to have a medical assessment 
with your GP. This will be sent to 
our medical advisor who will give 
us independent advice on your 
fitness to foster. Only in very few 
cases, where this could interfere 
with your ability to care, will it mean 
you’ll be turned down. Please do 
get in touch if you’d like to talk to 
someone about your individual 
circumstances. 

Myth 10: I have pets, I can’t 
foster 

Having pets will not disqualify you 
from fostering and many children 
love and appreciate their carers 
having pets!

Myth 11: I don’t live in Lambeth, 
I can’t foster for Lambeth 

We welcome applicants from all 
over London and beyond. 

Be the 
difference.
Become a foster carer

Sara

A new child comes into our care 
every day in Lambeth, many of 
them urgently needing a stable, 
loving family and place to call 
home. If you have a spare 
room and a passion for 
children, we’d love to 
hear from you.

“My foster parents 
taught me to cook
my favourite
meals ”
Sabrina

Do you want to be the difference  
to a Lambeth child?
Lambeth’s Fostering Team have launched a new  
campaign which highlights just some of the countless ways 
carers contribute to the lives of children in our community. 

Read their stories, find out about our next event and  
start your journey into fostering at  
lambeth.gov.uk/be-the-difference  
Or, to speak to someone straight away, call  
020 7926 8710.

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/fostering/about-fostering/types-fostering
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In June 2020 over 35,000 
Lambeth Residents took part 
at home, at work, at school 
or online with Lambeth’s  
Windrush Day events. During 
the UK’s first lockdown 
we managed to show our 
support and shine a light on 
the enduring legacy of the 
Windrush Generation,  whose 
energy, passion and skill, led 
to an exceptional contribution 
to the UK’s foundations and 
values – especially through 
their work for the NHS and 
across our public services.    

In June this year the Lambeth 
Windrush Day programme will 
explore the theme ‘I am HERE’ as 
a collective moment of solidarity 
and reset. We want to hear your 
stories and experiences – past

 

and present – to begin the 
conversations and set the actions 
for moving forward for an equitable 
experience of life for all local 
people.  

‘I am HERE’ will present a 
number of events, campaigns and 
happenings from the beginning of 
June for you, your friends, families 
and neighbours to come together 
and get involved in calling for 
recognition and change.  

This year Windrush Day will come 
to life with an extensive schools 
programme, events and activities 
for residents of every age, at  
home and across the borough.  
I am HERE is a powerful invitation 
to the people of Lambeth to 
stand together in recognition 
and celebration of the Windrush 
generation and for each and every 
one of us to make contribution to 
changing the narrative.  

Cllr Sonia Winifred, cabinet 
member for Equalities and Culture, 
said: “Last year we came together 
online and on our doorsteps during 
an unprecedented time at the 
start of the Covid-19 pandemic to 
acknowledge and celebrate the 
Windrush Generation’s contribution 
to our borough and the country.

“Despite the loss and uncertainty, 
we were able to come together  
and celebrate. I hope that everyone 
in the borough will join us again 
online, in schools, at home or in 
work to once again explore and 
celebrate the Windrush Generation 
at this time of significant social 
change.”

Email us and tell us Your story at 
windrushday@lambeth.gov.uk 
Or leave us a note at your local 
library. For the full programme and 
to keep up to date with events visit  
lambeth.gov.uk/windrushday

I am HERE   
Lambeth communities celebrate Windrush / 22 June 2021

Join us – take part – call for change

 
@windrushlambeth   
@WindrushLambeth
@WindrushLambeth

mailto:windrushday@lambeth.gov.uk
https://love.lambeth.gov.uk/windrush-day-2020/
https://twitter.com/windrushlambeth
https://www.facebook.com/WindrushLambeth/
https://www.instagram.com/WindrushLambeth/
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ACT EARLY  
SEEK HELP

“I felt alone and that  
I couldn’t ask anyone 
for advice, it’s not like 
you would be asking 
about Minecraft or 
something.”

Jane’s son Cameron is a bright 
teenager with autism. He didn’t 
have any friends, either in 
school or online and liked to 
spend time researching topics 
that interested him. 

“I knew something was wrong and 
I felt frightened, nervous like the 
sand was shifting under my feet. I 
feel I was naive as I thought it was 
a passing phase, but you don’t see 
terrorism or think about terrorism 
where we live.” 

It was during his research that he 
developed a concerning interest in 
the extreme right wing.

“It felt overwhelming to think about 
involving the police, I didn’t know 
what to say. I felt relieved when the 
school referred my son to Prevent. 

The Prevent officer, Sally, has been 
great. She organised for my son 
to visit a car manufacturer, as he’s 
interested in engineering. He’s very 
bright. He can be obsessive and 
needs a shift in focus.”

It can be hard to know what to do 
if you’re worried someone close 
is expressing extreme views or 
hatred. The police, local authorities 
and other organisations work 
together to help vulnerable people 
move away from extremism. They 
are here to listen and offer support 
tailored to the individual. Receiving 
support is voluntary.

Cameron is continuing to work 
with Prevent officers and he is 
receiving the support he needs to 
move away from extremism.

 

Is someone  
you love  
being filled  
with hate?

If you’re worried that 
someone you know  
is being radicalised, 
visit actearly.uk

If you’re worried someone 
close to you is becoming 
radicalised act early and 
seek help. The sooner you 
reach out, the quicker the 
person you care about can 
be protected from being 
exploited by extremists. 

Family and friends are best 
placed to spot the signs 
and know when something 
isn’t quite right. So if you’re 
worried, trust your instincts 
and let someone know. If 
you would rather not speak 
to the police, there are other 
organisations you can talk to. 
Visit www.actearly.uk for 
advice, information and how  
to access support.

http://www.actearly.uk


Being a parent 
isn’t easy
We’re here 
to help

We can help you fi nd the right support for 
your family – whether this is attending a 
parenting course or completing a programme 
online, or through one-to-one advice.

Register for free parenting support at

lambeth.gov.uk/parenting
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https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/children-young-people-families/parents-advice-support/parenting-support-service
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